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of 'planes. The British, having come 10,000 miles, have
only those that they have brought with them in their
carriers and the few that have come out from Singapore.
The Japanese have, therefore, the advantage of numbers
and overwhelm the British, who are reluctantly forced
down.
Cruiser action.
A cruiser action takes place at the same time as the air-
fight, between a British squadron of five io,ooo-ton cruisers,
which is ahead of the Fleet, and a Japanese squadron of
four similar cruisers and two Kakos. The two squadrons
are equally matched in gun-power, but the Japanese are
at a tactical disadvantage. The action begins with occasional
salvos at very long range, and the two squadrons close to
about 25,000 metres. The huge projectiles leave a strange
moaning sound in the air. Some fall short, some over, and
all send up great spouts of foam. An occasional flash followed
by a burst of yellow smoke indicates a hit. A turret is knocked
out here, a great hole appears in a ship's side there, some
ships have made so much water that they cannot keep
station. After the action has continued for some thirty
minutes both sides have suffered considerably, but as
Kodaka is sinking and Kako is in a bad way, the Japanese
appear to have come off worse. Vice-Admiral Sato, in
command of the battle-cruiser squadron, on seeing that the
Japanese cruisers are hard pressed, rushes up with his three
Kongos. He crosses the T of the British squadron and
inflicts heavy punishment on it. Berwick drops astern and
London draws out of line with a heavy list to port. Another
British cruiser squadron, of four large cruisers, which has
been engaged at long range with a similar Japanese squadron,
now comes up at full speed to assist the first. But it, too,
comes under heavy fire from the Japanese battle-cruisers
and has to fall back on its Battle Fleet. It is pursued by the
Japanese squadrons, who keep it under fire. Hood and
Renown come up at full speed, and from then on the two
battle-cruiser squadrons hold the stage. The British two carry
heavier metal than the Kongos, and Admiral Sato, in accord-
ance with the plan to entice the enemy to the northward,
gradually edges away, taking the cruiser squadron with
him. The British give chase.